HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE INFORMATION

Minimum College Preparatory Curriculum (CPC)

Required by Most Colleges and Universities

By Kathleen Duncan

Kathleen is a THSS member who teaches a “Homeschooling for High School” workshop.  The workshop includes a 180-page manual.  Please email her at kduncan@sw.rr.com or visit her web page www.homeschoolforhighschool.com for more information.

Language Arts – 4 Credits

Most colleges require 4 units of English or Language Arts.  These should include literature as well as grammar and composition. Literature courses should include grammar and advanced composition skills as well.  Courses could include:

·         Freshman (or 9th Grade) English*

·         American Literature *

·         British Literature *

·         World Literature *

·         Creative Writing

·         Journalism

·         Speech & Communication 

Mathematics – 3 Credits

·         Algebra I *

·         Algebra II *

·         Geometry *

·         Trigonometry

·         Pre-calculus 

·         Other advanced math

Science – 3 Credits

Students who plan to major in any science related course of study should take at least 4 Units.  

·         Physical Science *

·         Biology with Lab *

·         Chemistry with Lab *

·         Physics

·         Anatomy & Physiology

·         Advance Chemistry 

History/Social Studies – 3 Units

·         American History *

·         World History *

·         Civics

·         World Geography

·         Economics

·         Psychology

·         Sociology 

Foreign Language – 2 Units

Students should take the same language for a minimum of two years.

* Required by many colleges

Note:  The majority of colleges require 16 units or more of core courses.  Some institutions require 4 Maths or Social Studies, courses rather than the 3 Units shown here.  Some colleges simply state that a minimum of 16 Units (or whatever their number is) must be taken in “Academic Areas” and do not specify how many of each subject must be earned.  Others may list a minimum for each subject then allow the student to decide what additional courses will be taken as part of the CPC requirements.  As mentioned before, admissions offices are glad to help you understand their requirements.

Talk with the admissions department of the schools your student is interested in early to be sure that you cover all of the required courses.

 

College Resource Web Sites

The following sites have some great features including search engines, financial aid information, practice tests, and other helpful information.  Some have college rankings and a few even have opportunities to win scholarships.

www.fafsa.ed.gov
Free Application for Federal Student Aid on-line application site and info.  Many colleges require students complete this application for financial aid every year. BECAREFUL when typing this in.  If you put “.com” or “.org” you will go to a commercial site that will charge as much as $80 to file the “free” application for you!

www.act.org
Register for the ACT plus great tools for the college search

www.admissiontests.org
Sample tests as well as sample application and scholarship essays

www.cgf.org

A virtual library with 25,925 college catalogs 

www.christiancollegementor.org

Christian College Mentor is a student services website representing the Christian colleges and universities of the National Association of Christian College Admissions Personnel (NACCAP) and the Council for Christian Colleges & Universities (CCCU). 

www.collegeboard.com
Information on Advanced Placement, CLEP, SAT, SAT II exams including sample exams.  College search and financial aid helps. 

www.collegenet.com
College search and On-line application for numerous colleges

www.collegeview.com
Profiles of thousands of colleges in the US and Canada. Electronic applications, financial aid, scholarship and career info. Multimedia tours of colleges.

www.collegexpress.com
College, scholarship and student loan searches.  

www.ets.org
Test helps and sample tests for AP, SAT, CLEP and many more.

www.fastweb.com
Free scholarship and college search.  Thousands of scholarships are listed on this site.

www.finaid.org
Help with financial aid and scholarship applications.  Explanations of various types of student aid.

www.kaplan.com
Test prep help.

http://www.nacac.com
National Association of College Admissions Counseling site.  Time lines for the college search and application process beginning in 9th grade and links to other great sites.  Go to the “For Students” section
www.petersons.com

Help with application essays

www.instacert.com

CLEP study helps

www.princetonreview.com
School searches and rankings as well as on-line applications.

www.salliemae.com
Information about the Federal Family Educational Loan Program.

www.usnews.com

US News on-line.  Annual College rankings. College search help as well as a college planning schedule.

http://ope.ed.gov/security/
“The OPE Campus Security Statistics Website is your direct link to reported criminal offenses for over 6000 colleges and universities in the United States”

Joint Enrollment

“Joint Enrollment”, sometimes called “Dual Enrollment” or “Concurrent Enrollment”, refers to high school students enrolled in college courses for both high school and college credit. 

Admissions Requirements

In general, Joint Enrollment students must have completed the following high school requirements before attempting college courses:

English



3 Credits

Math  



3 Credits

Social Sciences (History)
3 Credits

Science



3 Credits

Foreign Language

2 Credits

Most institutions also have minimum SAT or ACT scores requirements for  admission.  Wichita Falls area colleges allow students applying for Joint Enrollment to take ACCUPLACER exam. 

For most private colleges, the admissions procedures for Joint Enrollment students are identical for public school students, home school students, and private school students.  Vernon College and MSU require only 

a. A completed application

b. A transcript showing all classes taken in high school thus far 

c. SAT, ACT, or Accuplacer test scores 

Costs

Check with the colleges for current tuition, fees and scholarships available to home school students.

Benefits of Joint Enrollment

Our children will probably all take Joint Enrollment classes.  Our goal in this is not to get a jump on college credits – although that would be nice – but to get the best education we can for our children.  

There are some courses I am not qualified to teach or do not have time to teach properly.  Joint Enrollment allows students to complete these classes and learn subjects they might not otherwise learn in high school.  They will be better prepared for more advanced college courses or even similar courses at a more demanding institution.

We think taking a few courses on a college campus will be beneficial to our children.  They will become acclimated to the college environment becoming familiar with things like add/drop, parking permits, students ID’s, etc.  They will learn how to take good notes and what college classes can be like.  Full-time college will not be nearly as intimidating if they have taken a few courses while living at home and still in high school.

Transferring these credits to another institution

One question many families have is “Will these credits taken as a Joint Enrollment student transfer to another college?”  The answer is -- Maybe.  Some colleges will transfer in all credits completed as a Joint Enrollment student; others will not transfer any.   There are a number of possible outcomes of Joint Enrollment classes.  For example:

1. The institution your child attends after high school graduation may accept all Joint Enrollment credits and allow them to fulfill degree requirements.  This would mean the institution treats the Joint Enrollment credits as they would any credits taken on their campus.

2. An institution may not accept any of the Joint Enrollment credits your child has earned and require the student to repeat all college courses taken prior to high school graduation.

3. Some institutions allow the credits completed prior to high school graduation to transfer, but they will count them as electives, not degree core requirements.  This would mean the student would still need to complete all degree core requirements at the university of college, even those courses already taken as a Joint Enrollment student.  The hours taken as Joint Enrollment would fulfill elective requirements for a degree.

4. A university may transfer in courses such as two freshman English courses worth six hours and allow the student to go on to higher-level Literature courses, but if the degree chosen by the student requires nine hours of English, the student would still have to complete nine hours of English at that university.  The English courses taken as a Joint Enrollment student would allow the student to skip the basic courses at the university, but would count as elective credits, not core requirements.  

5. Many colleges treat Joint Enrollment hours differently depending on the subject taken and the degree program the student pursues.  For example, math credits may be treated differently than science credits.

This may be confusing, so I strongly suggest you speak with the admission office at the college you want your child to attend after graduation.  They will be able to tell you how they will handle Joint Enrollment Credits.
